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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Jefferson City
New Requirements For Mandatory Safety Education
The second part of Missouri's Mandatory Boater Safety Education law went into effect on January 1, 2006. Last year, only Missouri residents born after January 1, 1984 were required to successfully complete a National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) approved Boater Safety Course to operate a vessel on the lakes of this state. Non-residents coming into Missouri and operating boats without a Boater Safety Education Certification were not affected. As of the first day of January, 2006, all non-residents born after January 1, 1984 who wish to operate a vessel on our lakes must successfully complete a NASBLA approved Boater Safety Course. We encourage individuals who fall under the new mandatory requirement to take the Missouri Certification course, but there are other alternatives. If a non-resident possesses a boater certification from a state other than Missouri and the course is a NASBLA approved course, you can use it in place of the Missouri Certification card. You must, however, have proof of successful completion and your photo identification with you at the time you are operating the vessel. It should be noted that a Personal Watercraft falls under the definition of a vessel so those who are required to have the certification will need to have it to operate a PWC.

What about non-residents who are vacationing in Missouri and wish to rent a vessel to operate and do not have a certification? Missouri has a program that will allow a non-resident born after January 1, 1984 to operate a rented vessel with a temporary thirty-day permit. The affected persons wishing to rent and operate a rental vessel need only to contact the rental agency about the details of securing a thirty-day temporary permit. The temporary permit is non-renewable so if a non-resident wants to operate a vessel beyond the thirty-day period, they will be required to successfully complete a Boater Safety Education Course. 

If you would like to get a Missouri certification, you have several options. You can take the online course available on our homepage or attend one of our Classroom Courses listed on our web site at www.mswp.dps.mo.gov. You can also call 1-800-830-2268 to order a Missouri home study course.
