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There was much excitement in the State's Capitol on Tuesday, April 11, with the news of the President of the United States coming to this area.  It is indeed a great honor to have President George Bush grace Jefferson City with an appearance at the Heisinger Bluffs Senior Center and again at the Etta & Joseph Miller Performing Arts Center.  In all, President Bush was on the ground in Missouri for approximately three and one half hours; however, the preparation for our highest dignitary's visit took several days if not weeks.  All aspects of law enforcement were pressed into service.   Federal, state and local law enforcement joined together in a concerted effort to provide the most protection possible to the President.  The President's historic stop was a huge success due, in part, to the security support provided by the Water Patrol.

The Missouri State Water Patrol's role in providing security for the President and his staff was coordinated by Sergeant Jeffory Bair.  The Presidential Secret Service had identified specific travel routes and structures that would require law enforcement attention to make the motorcade safe.  The Water Patrol's primary mission was to secure the Missouri River Bridge on Highway 54 & 63 and the Cedar Creek Bridge, which is off of Highway 63.  Fourteen Water Patrol Officers, two marked vehicles, and four Homeland Security equipped Patrol vessels were assigned to the security detail.  The Water Patrol was instructed to stop all approaching vessel traffic within one mile of the bridges and to watch the banks of the river for any suspicious activity.  The President's first stop was at the Senior Center, which is in close proximity to the Missouri River and bridge.  The section of river in that vicinity was closely monitored by constant patrol and the river accesses were closed for the duration of the Commander-in-Chief's visit.  The surveillance activity of the Water Patrol continued until the President was safely aboard Air Force One and on his way to other destinations.  The Missouri State Water Patrol, in conjunction with many other law enforcement agencies, is proud to have the opportunity to serve the citizens of Missouri in extending the hand of hospitality to President Bush.        

MISSOURI STATE WATER PATROL

Telephone (573) 751-3333
Home Page http://www.mswp.state.mo.gov
