ANNUAL PARADE OF BOATS 

AND 


  BLESSING OF THE FLEET

Mark Your Calendars for July 17, 2005 !   The 48th Annual Parade of Boats and Blessing of the Fleet will take place this year on the third Sunday in July. The Decorating Theme for Boats This Year Is,




“YOU DECORATE AND WE’LL JUDGE”

The theme this year leaves participants open to decorating to their own creative choices and talents in taking on a festive character.  You may choose one of your favorite theme’s from years past to re-enact or choose a favorite current event or even be uniquely creative and just decorate to your hearts desire!

The Parade Originates at the Yacht Club of  St. Louis at 1:45 pm.  A Blessing of the Fleet, Inc., “Follow-Me” vessel and USCGAAUX patrols will direct the parade down stream to Our Lady of the Rivers Shrine, Mile 212 UMR, Portage Des Sioux, Mo. Estimate Time of Arrival for the first boat to reach the Statue is 3:00 pm. The Judges will be positioned just north of the Shrine and anchored in a boat generously provided by our friends at Port Arrowhead Yacht Sales.  As you approach the Judges viewing area, follow along through the Red Flotation Markers - Slow Please and No Wake - Allow time for the Judges to View the decorations, costumes and take in and enjoy any music you may have incorporated in to your theme.  Then you will proceed again slowly in single file to the Base of the Statue where Rev. Michael Sandwig blesses each boat as it passes.  

Finalists will be selected during and along the Parade Route, identified with Ribbons and given written instructions for anchorage and a second viewing until a final decision has been made.   FIRST PLACE WINNERS WILL RECEIVE A TROPHY IN THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:  Cruiser, Houseboat, Runabout, Sailboat, and Pontoons.  

Everyone is invited to a festive Trophy Award Ceremony and a Raffle Drawing at Palisades Yacht Club immediately following the Blessing and Parade.  Refreshments will be available at the Club.



Enjoy this years event with your family and friends. 

It’s truly, A Great Way to Invoke Memories of a Glorious Day Spent on the River!

For additional information about the parade or joining the Blessing of the Fleet, Inc., Contact: 

Tim and Lynn Tighe (Patience) DCYC.  Phone:  (618) 977-7653 or (314) 960-4646

